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About APWLD

 200 members in 26 Asia Pacific countries

 We work to advance women’s

movements claim and strengthen

women’s human rights and achieve

development justice

 APWLD situates itself as part of broader

peoples’ movements. We support

movement building through

 Capacity Building ,

 Building local expertise, evidence and

tools

 Facilitating Advocacy at local, national,

regional and international fora

 Strengthen movement architecture,

networks and links

APWLD is Asia and Pacific’s feminist, 

membership driven network. 



Our Analysis

Globalisation

Fundamentalism

Patriarchy

Militarisation



A model of  Development Justice should 

be framed by five foundational shifts

Redistributive 
Justice 

Economic 
Justice

Social Justice
Environmental 

Justice

Accountability 
to Peoples



Neoliberal Patriarchy

Productivity 
and Growth

Ignores and 
devalues 

reproductive

Take Risks –
Debt

Recalcitrant 
States must 

obey 
Authority

Austerity

Sacrifice 
‘soft’ 

policies 



Direct to Indirect Tax Ratio, 2005

Year Average OECD Asia

1995 1.67 2.52 0.44

1996 1.69 2.50 0.53

1997 1.71 2.39 0.62

1998 1.79 2.40 0.56

1999 1.64 2.34 0.50

2000 1.72 2.30 0.50

2001 1.75 2.36 0.76

2002 1.56 2.27 0.92

2003 1.47 2.21 0.91

2004 1.48 2.22 0.92

2005 1.49 2.27 0.91



Tax to 

GDP 

ratio 

average 

is 14.8% 

of GDP 

in Asia 

Pac.



World Bank Business vs Gender 

Equality



World Bank Business vs Gender 

Equality

 Similar processes with 

regional banks – ADB 

https://aric.adb.org/ta

xincentives#

 “has forced countries to adopt an economic and 

regulatory environment that favors big 

agribusinesses and foreign corporations. How the 

Bank usurped the authority to rank nations–dictating 

national policies in sovereign nations, which are most 

harmful to the working poor, the indigenous, 

pastoralists, and smallholder farmers–remains a 

puzzle. (We are) rejecting the report and denounce 

the Doing Business Rankings as an illegitimate 

practice for which the Bank has no mandate nor 

authority,”



Tax Havens 

 45% of illicit financial 

flows from Asia 

 HSBC leaks alone 

include $4.1 billion 

from India

 Asia loses at least 

$34billion in tax 

revenue from tax 

havens

 Tax havens enabled the 

largest theft in History -

Former President Marcos 

held approx up to $13.2 

billion in Swiss tax 

havens.

 Privatisation on a huge 

scale, tax breaks, removal 

of minimum wage, torture 

and extortion allowed the 

funds to be accrued. 

 1.8 billion recovered





Mega Trade deals and Tax

 TPP and RCEP

 US claims to have 

reduced 18,000 

taxes through the 

TPP

 24 Countries have 

faced ISDS tax suits. 

(i.e. India vs

Vodaphone on 11bn 

deal)

 Regulatory 

Coherence poses 

The rules of the road are up 
for grabs in Asia. If we don't 
pass this agreement 
and write those rules, 
competitors will set weak 
rules of the road, threatening 
American jobs and workers 
while undermining U.S. 
leadership in Asia.



Export Processing Zones



Export Processing Zones

 80-90% of employees estimated women 

(particularly young), particularly in the lowest 

paid work. 

 Tax holidays or permanently exempt

 Labour laws often reduced or not applicable

 Unions prohibited 

 Favour export over domestic production

 Separate workers from community

 Trade mispricing used to justify zones



Opportunities

 Asia Pacific Tax Body

 Rising People’s Movements against 

Trade Agreements

 Trade and Corporate Power Working 

Groups (RCEM, WMG and WITCH)

 UNCTAD

 GLOBAL STRIKE!!


